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SUBJECT: REPORTED NEAR COLLISION OE AIRCRAFT 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

SUMMARY: LOCAL MEDIA THIS MORNING CARRIED STORIES (SEPTEL 
TO FOLLOW) OF A NEAR COLLISION BETWEEN A SOVIET AEROFLOT AIR- 
LINER AND A US MILITARY AIRCRAET. THE INCIDENT REPORTEDLY 
OCCURRED ON 5 JANUARY OVER THE BALTIC SOUTH OE GOTLAND. THE 
US AIRCRAFT WAS REFERRED TO AS A QUOTE SPY PLANE UNQUOTE. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. MEDIA REPORTING IS NOT SPECIFIC ON THE INCIDENT. NEITHER 
EXACT LOCATION NOR TIME ARE GIVEN. THE AEROFLOT CAPTAIN, 

ENROUTE FROM COPENHAGEN TO MOSCOW, REPORTED TO MALMO'S STURUP 
AIRPORT CONTROLLERS THAT HE WAS ELYING AT 10,000 METERS ALTITUDE 
AT THE TIME AND THAT THE MISS DISTANCE WAS 100 METERS. THE 
INCIDENT REPORTEDLY OCCURRED IN AIRWAY GREEN 24. DAGENS NYHETER 
REPORTS THAT THE 5 JANUARY INCIDENT HAS BEEN PROTESTED IN A 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LETTER TO THE US EMBASSY. AT THIS TIME SUCH A PROTEST HAS NOT 
BEEN RECEIVED. INCORPORATED INTO TODAY'S ARTICLE WERE REFERENCES 
TO SIMILAR NEAR MISSES WHICH OCCURRED IN SEPTEMBER 1976. END 
UNCLASSIFIED. 
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COMMENT: THESE SEPTEMBER INCIDENTS WHICH WERE REPORTED AT THE 
TIME TO DOD, PROVED UPON INVESTIGATION TO BE EAR LESS SERIOUS 
THAN THAT ALLEGED IN TODAY'S PRESS. SWEDISH MILITARY AUTHORITIES 
ARE THUS FAR UNAWARE OF A PROTEST OVER THE JANUARY 5 
INCIDENT AND THE INCIDENT WAS NOT REPORTED TO OR BY THE MILITARY 
TRAEFIC CONTROL CENTERS. DUE TO THE VAGUE INFORMATION AVAILABLE 
THE DAO HAS ASKED SWEDISH TRAFFIC CONTROL/AIR DEFENSE AUTHORITIES 
TO REVIEW RADAR SCOPE FILMS AND VOICE TAPES TO DETERMINE THE 
FACTS SURROUNDING THIS INCIDENT. SWEDISH HOLIDAY STAFFING MOST 
PROBABLY WILL PRECLUDE RECEIPT OF SUCH FACTS UNTIL JANUARY 10. 
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